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citizens. Augustine (epp. 91 and 104) merely promised that the imperial * medicine' should be administered with moderation ; but as Possidius reached the court in troubled days, it is probable that the delinquents escaped altogether. However, the law of 408 was put in the hands of the bishops, and the licentious Floralia and Saturnalia quickly gave way to the more orthodox festivals of Pentecost and Christmas.
I have explained in the preceding chapter how the triumph of the hierarchy was rudely interrupted in the middle of the following year by the receipt of a reactionary decree which directed, to their grief and indignation, that ' in future no one was to be compelled against his will to accept the Christian religion.' Whilst rival theologians were puzzling their brains over the designs of Jupiter or Jehovah, the formidable Alaric and his army of Goths were making sad havoc of the imperial intentions. The reign of Olympus was speedily cut short by disgrace and death. The pagan Jovius succeeded to his office, and the Gothic army became masters of Rome. A Greek pagan, Attalus, who had recently received a diplomatic Arian baptism, was clothed with the purple by Alaric, and accepted by the senate; and the prefecture